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ROBIN MOLNY and the FORD SCHUMANN HOUSE 
 
 
Robin Molny designed the Ford Schumann House at the midpoint of his architectural career.  
It demonstrates everything he had learned during his apprenticeship with Frank Lloyd Wright, 
as well as everything he had discovered about how to adapt those principles to the high 
mountain terrain of the Aspen valley, starting with a simple, modernized version of adobe. 
 
The special context that Ford Schumann provided him with to create his masterpiece must 
have been a strong inspiration for Molny to "pull out all the stops" and show off his well-
honed skills of creating indoor and outdoor spaces that almost seamlessly blend with each 
other.  This allows the inhabitants of a house like this to constantly feel close to the outdoors 
while still being warm and cozy inside. 
 
Molny used many of the themes that Wright had taught throughout his years as a world-class, 
cutting-edge architect.  The house carefully hugs the hillside it is built on, taking advantage of 
some of the most impressive panoramic views available of the upper Roaring Fork Valley, 
including all four major ski areas and many rocky peaks. 
 
The entryway uses Wright's typical compression effect, whereby a somewhat secluded front 
door leads through a long, narrow, low-ceilinged foyer to a point well within, where the space 
gradually opens up expansively to a bright and beautiful living area.  In this case, Molny takes 
advantage of the sunny, southern exposure and its amazing views to make the main living 
room itself open up almost without limit by using a continuous glass wall from end to end.  
The immediate effect of arriving at that point, especially for the first time, is quite stunning. 
 
Molny takes further advantage of that immense panorama by adding an extensive outdoor 
deck which is effectively just a further extension of the living room, on the opposite side of its 
glass wall.  Once again, the inside and the outside seem to become one.  Note how the garages 
and utilities have been carefully tucked away on the lower entry level, so as not to block the 
light and views from any of the living spaces above. 
 
A simple lap pool remains from the original design, and it serves to provide some wonderful 
reflective visuals from whatever the wide, open sky provides.  The master suite, just off the 
living room, has its own take on that same panorama, as its own large continuous windows act 
as a broad extension of the living room features. 
 
The original Schumann home that Molny designed was about half the size and forms the 
central core of the current structure, including the large family room (originally a working art 
studio) on the first stair landing and two bedrooms at the very top of the stairs, overlooking 
the living room.  
 
The second owner expanded the master suite on one end and added the dining area on the 
other, taking further advantage of the amazing viewshed.  The third (and current) owners 
added the small stair-tower of rooms on the east end, cascading both up and down the hillside, 
to provide extra space for office, studio, exercise, entertainment, and guest rooms.  



ROBIN MOLNY and ASPEN 
 
 
After studying architecture at the Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh, Robin 
Molny went to Taliesin in Spring Green, Wisconsin, to apprentice with Frank Lloyd Wright 
from 1949 to 1954.  Wright was experiencing a strong renewal of international interest in his 
signature style of "organic architecture"; and his architecture school at Taliesin, founded in 
1932, had gotten a boost of new students after the war.  Molny was one of these, and he 
would have made the annual migration from Spring Green to Taliesin West in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, for the winter.  He might have discovered Aspen on one of these sojourns, just as 
Fritz Benedict had done a decade earlier, before the war.  Benedict had also been a Wright 
apprentice and by 1949 was busy helping to establish Aspen as an internationally known ski 
area and cultural center, along with Walter and Elizabeth Paepke, Herbert Bayer, and many 
others. 
 
Taliesin apprentices were a fairly tight bunch, after living in tents in the deserts of Scottsdale 
and making meals and music together as part of the extended family that Wright and his wife, 
Olgivanna, had created to nurture the new architects in a more holistic manner.  When Molny 
completed his time at Taliesin, he opened a small practice with another Wright apprentice in 
the Chicago area, where Wright had first made his own claim to fame in the 1890s and early 
1900s.  But after just a few years, Molny took advantage of an opportunity to move out to 
Aspen in 1958 to work for another Wright apprentice, Fritz Benedict, who had become a 
mentor to many new architects who decided that Aspen was the place they wanted to help 
build, especially in its modern formative years.  They all retained a strong respect for the 
value of the historical structures of the town, while also feeling inspired to create new 
buildings in an appropriate, yet modern, style to fill in the many spaces in between those 
prized cultural landmarks. 
 
While Molny and Benedict worked on many projects together and remained good friends, 
Molny did start his own practice in 1959.  His first major project on his own was the 
Hearthstone House (134 E. Hyman Ave.), one of Aspen's earliest new lodges, just on the edge 
of downtown.  There was a lot of debate in Aspen during the late 1960s and early 1970s about 
how it would develop as a modern city, once the pressures of new money and big ideas began 
to pour in.  Molny was very active on the City Planning and Zoning Commission during this 
time, and he and Benedict are often credited with helping to establish many of the strong 
controls which Aspen and Pitkin County still have on building height, open space, and 
historic preservation. 
 
It was in this context that Ford Schumann enlisted Molny's skills to design a home for himself 
in the mountainside subdivision of Starwood, several miles outside of--and overlooking--
Aspen.  Schumann became very involved with the Aspen Music Festival and School and later 
became the chairman of its board.  He and his wife created the Ford and Susan Schumann 
Center for Compositional Studies at the school.  Whatever Schumann's requirements for the 
house were, it seems obvious that Molny must have truly enjoyed himself in carrying out the 
request.  It certainly shows in the results. 



ROBIN MICHAEL MOLNY

1928 Nov 22 Born to Hyman & Bertha (Bernstein) Bogomolny in Cleveland OH

1947-48 Studied architecture at Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh PA

1949-55 Apprenticed with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin (East & West)
  Supervised construction of Wright’s Greenberg House in Dousman WI
  Wright called Molny “a poet who will be a good architect one day”

1956-57 Worked with fellow Taliesin apprentice in Park Ridge IL (Chicago suburb)

1958 Feb Arrived in Aspen; worked for Fritz Benedict (Taliesin apprentice)

1959	 Oct	1	 Opened	his	own	architect	office	at	211	W	Main,	Aspen

1961 Jan 27 Played lead, “Charlie Reader,” in “Tender Trap” at Wheeler Opera House

1962	 Mar	16	 Designed	Hearthstone House lodge, 134 E Hyman, Aspen (extant)

1968-72 Acted as member & chair of City Planning & Zoning Commission, Aspen

1972-73 Designed W. Ford Schumann House, Aspen CO (Starwood/extant)

1973  Designed Rosenquist House, Vail CO

1974-75 Designed Aspen Athletic Club, 720 E Hyman, Aspen (extant)

1976	 	 Designed	Molny	Duplex,	Aspen	CO

1976  Designed Aspen Pedestrian Mall	(Cooper,	Hyman,	and	Mill	St)

1979  Designed Hollis House, Vail CO

1980s  Active with Insight Training Program, Aspen Hospital, hospice

1993  Designed Deitz Townhouses, Vail CO

1995-97	 Member	of	Downtown	Enhancement	&	Pedestrian	Plan	committee

1995  Received Aspen’s Welton Anderson Preservation Honor Award for
	 	 	 his	design	of	Aspen’s	Pedestrian	Mall

1997  Received Aspen’s Welton Anderson Preservation Honor Award again   
	 	 	 for	significant	architectural	contributions	to	Aspen

1997 Dec 31 Died in Aspen CO at Aspen Valley Hospital after a long illness



W. (WARD) FORD SCHUMANN

1928	 	 Born	in	Montclair	NJ	(?)	to	Florence	Ford	&	John	J.	Schumann	Jr.;		
	 	 	 mother’s	father	was	a	founder	of	IBM;	father	was	president	of	
	 	 	 GMAC	(General	Motors	Acceptance	Corp.,	loan	financing)

1950	 	 Graduated	from	Williams	College,	Williamstown	MA

1954	 	 John	J.	Schumann	retired	from	positions	at	GMAC,	a	director	of	General	
	 	 	 Motors,	and	chairman	of	the	board	of	Motors	Insurance	Corp.

1961	 	 Florence	Ford	&	John	J.	Schumann	Jr.	Foundation	established--later	
	 	 	 becomes	Schumann	Center	for	Media	&	Democracy	and	then
	 	 	 Schumann	Media	Center	with	Bill	Moyers	as	president	(since
		 	 	 1990),	Robert	F.	Schumann	(Ford’s	brother)	as	chairman,	and	
	 	 	 Ward	Ford	Schumann	as	vice	president.		$60	mil	assets	(2001),	
	 	 	 $30	mil	assets	(2014),	$3-5	mil/yr	donated,	mostly	liberal	groups;	
	 	 	 Bill	McKibben	(350.org)	is	Schumann	Distinguished	Scholar	at	
	 	 	 Middlebury	College.

1964	 	 John	J.	Schumann	Jr.	(father)	dies	in	Madison	CT	(summer	home)	at	74

1967	 	 John	A.	(“Jack”)	Schumann	(brother)	dies	in	Omaha	NE	at	47

1973  Built home in Aspen CO (699 Eppley Drive, Starwood, extant)

1982	 	 Becomes	board	chairman	of	Aspen	Music	Festival

1987  Founded Susan & Ford Schumann Center for Composition Studies at 
	 	 	 Aspen	Music	Festival	&	School

1991  Florence Ford Schumann (mother) dies in Delray Beach FL at 99  
   (Robert in Binghamton NY, Ford in Scottsdale AZ, Caroline in 
   Wausau WI)

2000	 	 W.	Ford	Schumann	Visiting	Professor	in	Democratic	Studies	
		 	 	 established	at	Williams	College	(his	alma	mater)	with	$2.5	mil	
	 	 	 grant	from	Schumann	Center	for	Media	and	Democracy

2000	 	 W.	Ford	Schumann	Endowment	for	the	Performing	Arts	established	at	
    Williams College as part of his 50th reunion gift to the school

2002	 	 Caroline	Schumann	Mark	(sister)	dies	in	Wausau	WI	at	84

2011  Robert Schumann (brother) dies in Binghamton NY at 90  (brother Ford in
    Aspen CO)


































































